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At least one large, adult black bear 

has made Blackberry and the neighboring 

communities part of his home. Residential 

neighborhoods are not part of the black 

bears’ natural habitat, and according to the 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources 

Wildlife Resources Division, this behavior 

can be resolved through simple actions 

such as taking down bird feeders, taking 

in pet food, or storing garbage in an area 

unavailable to the bears. 

Bears can become attracted to human 

food when their natural diet sources are 

scarce. Non-natural type foods are typi-

cally easier to obtain and associated with 

humans, therefore luring bears away from 

natural food sources and dissolving the 

bears natural fear of humans. A bear typi-

cally will remain in an area where food can 

be found until that food supply is gone or 

until other measures are taken.

Capture and relocation is a last resort 

and only warranted if a bear persists in be-

ing a nuisance and presents a safety threat 

to residents or major property damage is 

likely. Relocation is usually not the best so-

lution for residents or bears, as other bears 

may move into the “abandoned” territory, 

or the relocated bear, trying to find its way 

back, is commonly hit by a car. In addition, 

relocated bears typically will enter into ter-

ritory conflicts with existing bears resulting 

in the injury or death of one or both bears.

Removing or making attractants 
unavailable is the critical step in dis-
couraging the bear. When it learns that 

it is no longer going to be provided with a 

free meal, the bear will simply move on.

Mark Your Calendar
BMA Well Chlorination

Gate Remote Registration Deadline

BMA Annual Picnic

BMA Annual Meeting

Week of April 14, 2014

Wednesday, April 30. 2014

Saturday, October 4, 2014

Saturday, December 6, 2014

The typical life span of a bear is about 8 to 

15 years. Wild bears tend to live 23 percent 

longer than “garbage” bears (those that exist 

on unnatural foods). Adult bears are generally 

up to six feet in length and about three feet 

high at the shoulder. Female adult bears can 

weigh up to 300 pounds and attain breeding 

status about 3.5-4.5 years of age. Adult males 

can weigh over 500 pounds and may breed 

as early as 1.5 years of age. Bears have poor 

eyesight but an excellent sense of smell. 

John Clayton recently photographed this 
black bear roaming his property.

Blackberry Mountain is an architecturally 
controlled community, established to pro-
tect and preserve the beauty and integrity 
of the environment and property values 
of the property owners by maintaining 
architectural standards and aesthetic 
harmony among the lots and structures 

that make up the community.
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Replanting Blackberry
Because of Blackberry’s overpopula-

tion of deer (caused for the most part by 

a few residents who persist in feeding 

them), much of the natural understory 

of new plant growth is continually being 

destroyed. When deer populations are 

high, as in Blackberry, they will even feed 

on plants that they usually ignore. 

Many residents and gardeners are 

continually frustrated in their efforts to find  

plants that are deer resistant. Some have 

found success with planting strong-scent-

ed plants like lantana, catmint, chives, 

mint, sage or thyme adjacent to plants 

that deer frequently browse. Deer also 

usually shy away from plants with prickly 

or rough leaves and plants 

with a bitter taste. 

Sometimes, deer browse 

new plantings or established 

plants with tender new growth, 

then avoid those same plants 

when their leaves are mature. 

Protecting new plantings is 

essential.

Over the years, wildlife 

organizations, universities, 

botanical gardens and gar-

den writers have constructed 

many lists of deer-tolerant and 

deer-susceptible ornamental plants. Be-

cause most of these lists are constructed 

from observational trial-and-error data 

instead of controlled scientific studies, 

they are open for criticism. 

Nevertheless, here is a short list of a 

few native trees and shrubs suitable for 

Blackberry’s hardiness zone that have 

been found to be somewhat deer-tolerant.

Trees
Carolina Silverbell Halesia carolina

Easter Hemlock Tsuga canadenis 

Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana 

Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida

Loblolly Pine Pinus taeda

Longleaf Pine Pinus palustris

Pawpaw Asimina triloba

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum

Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua

Tulip Poplar Liriodendron tulipifera

Virginia Pine Pinus virginiana

Shrubs
Bottlebrush Buckeye Aesculus parviflora

Button Bush Cephalanthus occidentalis

Common Witchhazel Hamamelis virginiana

Drooping Leucothoe Leucothoe fontanesiana

Gallberry Ilex glabra

Viburnum Viburnum spp.

Winterberry Ilex verticillata

Important Notices

Clean Up Blackberry
As discussed at the annual meeting, 

the Association is working with local tree-

cutting services to arrange for a multiple 

day clean-up of fallen trees, limbs and 

brush piles. If you would like to have your 

property cleaned up during this time, 

contact the office.

Look Out for Roadwork
As part of the ongoing maintenance of 

Blackberry’s roads, portions of pavement 

will be repaired and right of ways and 

culverts will be cleared. Email, website and 

phone notification will be given in advance of 

all of these repairs. Throughout the spring and 

summer the roadway right of ways and com-

mon areas will be mowed, Please use extra 

caution when the work crews are present. 

Stay Informed
If you have a change in your mailing 

address, phone numbers, email address 

or any other contact information, please 

notify the Association office. Also, if you 

have not authorized the receipt of Black-

berry newsletters, updates and invoices 

electronically, please authorize the As-

sociation to do so. This will assure that 

you receive information in a timely and 

efficient manner, and save the cost of 

printing and postage.

Don’t Feed the Deer
If you’re one of the Blackberry resi-

dents that continues to feed the deer. 

PLEASE STOP! Our deer over-popu-

lation has become a serious problem. 

The deer are destroying the understory 

of new trees and plants. Feeding also 

attracts bears, raccoons, rats, mice and 

other wildlife.


