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Happy 2014!
Annual Meeting

This year’s annual 

meeting will be held 

on Saturday, March 
1, 2014, at 9:30 am at 

the Gilmer Arts building 

located at 207 Dalton 

Street in downtown El-

lijay. See the website for 

directions and a map.

Proxies
Approximately two weeks before the 

annual meeting you will receive a packet 

containing the annual report, board can-

didate’s profiles, proposed budget and a 

proxy. It is very important that you attend 

the meeting, but if you are not able, please 

assign your proxy to a property owner who 

is attending the meeting. This is a general 
proxy and gives the holder the authority 

to cast votes on your behalf on any matter 

that requires a vote at the meeting.

Board Nominations
The terms of three board members, 

Carolyn Sewell, Treasurer; Norman Es-

sner, Secretary; and Barbara Ellis, As-

sistant Secretary expire this year. While 

they have agreed to serve another term, 

nominations for their seats on the board 

are being accepted. The nominations 
with a brief biography should be sent to 
the association manager, Becki Taylor,  
no later than February 7, for inclusion 
on the ballot and proxy. Please remem-

ber that all nominees must be members 

in good standing with the Association. 

Nominations may also be made from the 

floor at the annual meeting.

Fuel and Heat
Now is the time to check your propane 

tank fuel level. Don’t rely on your fuel com-

pany to routinely check your tank. During 

the winter months it’s a good practice to 

keep your fuel tank no less than 25% full. 

It is not uncommon for portions of Gilmer 

County to be without electrical service for 

extended periods of time due to fallen 

trees brought on by heavy snow and ice. 

Remember your furnace must have an 

electrical source to operate. 

Do you have an alternative heat source 

for your home? If you have a fireplace, 

make sure that it is functioning properly, 

the chimney is clean, and you have a good 

supply of dry, seasoned firewood, kindling 

and fire starters. 

If you have a generator, make certain 

that it is functioning properly and you have 

a sufficient amount of fuel for several days 

of continuous operation.

(over)
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1. Protect outside spigots and pipes with insulated covers.

2. Set the thermostat at 50 degrees or above.

3. Make sure the heating system is in working condition.

4. Open the cabinet doors where water pipes are located.

5. Consider shutting off the water supply to your house and 
draining the water lines.

Wells
Blackberry’s wells are equipped with electric pumps. When 

the power is off - the pumps are off, and water will not be avail-

able to your home. Make sure you have a supply of potable 

water for drinking and cooking. Many residents gather gray 

water in rain barrels to use for watering summer plants. That 

same water can also be used for flushing toilets.

Roads
If you’re concerned about getting out of your home due to 

ice or snow, make sure you have an accessible supply of ice 

melt to apply to your porch, sidewalk and driveway.

If you think you will need to drive on Blackberry and county 

roads, ensure that you have a properly equipped vehicle. Four-

wheel drive and snow tires may be necessary. If inclement 

weather is in the forecast, and you have pressing appointments 

or health concerns, consider making arrangements for accom-

modations nearer the major roads.

Mail Delivery
The USPS requires that all mail addressed to Blackberry 

residents include the unit number (i.e. 25 Blackberry Mountain 

Drive #8101). 

AEMC provides power outage information at www.ami-
calolaemc.com. On this site you can monitor the affected 
areas and power restoration progress.

Outside Fires
The Georgia Forestry Commission requires a permit for all outside burning 

including the burning of all vegetation including leaf piles and brush.

Permits may be applied for online: www.gfc.state.ga.us/online-permits/index.

cfm or by calling 1-877-OK2-BURN (1-877-652-2876). 

It is unlawful to burn man-made materials such as tires, shingles, plastics, 

lumber, household garbage, etc. Permits are issued only for natural vegeta-

tive materials. Fires should not be initiated before 8:00 a.m. and should be 

completely extinguished before dark.

Burning permits are good only for the day they were Issued. If you 

obtain your permit after dark, your permit will be good for the following day. 

Once you have applied for the GFC permit, you must then obtain permis-
sion from the Blackberry office before any burning will be permitted. 

Winterization Tips
Also, make sure you remove mail from your box at least every 

thirty (30) days, the USPS audits boxes frequently and will close 

boxes that appear to be unused. If your home is sold, please 

return the mail box keys to the association office. New owners 

must come by the office to fill out a USPS delivery card. Mail 

box keys may be picked up at that time.

Contact Information
Has there been a change in your home, work or cell phone 

number, email or home address? If so, please notify the office. 

Also, if you are currently receiving invoices, newsletters, notices 

and alerts by USPS mail, please authorize the office to send 

you these communications by email. 
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